
Nehru and Internationalism



The enigma of  Nehru

 Nehru stands at the crossroads, between the old 
and the new. He was the first prime minister of  
independent India.

 Born on 14 November 1889 in Allahabad into an 
aristocratic Brahmin family, he led a “sheltered and 
uneventful life.”

 He was the eldest of  three children.  One of  his 
two sisters, Vijaya Lakshmi, became the first female 
president of  the United Nations General Assembly.



Motilal Nehru

 His father, Motilal Nehru (1861-
1931), was originally a westernized 
aristocrat.  

 But Gandhi changed his outlook 
and he joined the independence 
movement, becoming the President 
of  the Congress party in 1919-1920 
and 1928-1929.



Nehru at Trinity College
 Like Tagore, Nehru was educated 

at home with private tutors.
 He was sent to study at Trinity 

College in Cambridge in 1907 and 
graduated with an honours degree 
in natural science in 1910.

 After, he went to London to obtain 
a Law degree which he did in 1912.

 In 1916, he married Kamala Nehru.  
He was 27 and she was 16. Nehru in 1919 with 

his wife Kamala 
and daughter
Indira



Who is a philosopher?



Nehru and his philosophy



Internationalism



The meaning of  the 20th century



Gandhi and Nehru



The shaper of  India’s destiny



Thought and action



The books of  Nehru



His early books



The autobiography



Meditations in prison



Prison time



The cycles of  imprisonment



The Discovery of  India



The essential philosophy of  Nehru



Psychological journey into India’s past



The problem of  national unity



Nehru and Vivekananda



Reason and religion



The influence of  Tagore and Gandhi



Nehru on Vivekananda



Nehru on Tagore and Gandhi



Gandhi’s nationalism



The influence of  Vivekananda



Life’s philosophy



Ends and means



His vision for the world



Arnold Toynbee on Nehru



The ideal of  a global civilization



Nehru’s legacy
 What was Nehru’s legacy?  What can we learn from his life and thought?
 His leadership was vital.  He was prime minister from 1947 to 1964.
 He died on 27 May 1964 of  a heart attack.  He was 74.  
 He was the consummate scholar and world visionary.  He dreamed of  a 

unified world and a  global civilization of  a community of  nations.
 He introduced the idea of  “scientific temper” in the humanities as well as the 

sciences and in all walks of  life, especially politics.  
 He said, “What is needed is the scientific approach, the adventurous and yet 

critical temper of  science, the search for truth and new knowledge, the refusal 
to accept anything without testing and trial, the capacity to change previous 
conclusions in the face of  new evidence, the reliance on observed fact and 
not on pre-conceived theory, the hard discipline of  the mind—all this is 
necessary, not merely for the application of  science but for life itself  and the 
solution of  its many problems.”

 He believed in this so firmly that he had it written into the Indian 
constitution.
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